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Who is BlendED National?
BlendED National is part of Edmund Rice Education Australia (EREA) a network of schools and educational initiatives across the country. You may be familiar with some of our schools in Tasmania or elsewhere in Australia.
In Tasmania, we are proud to include St Virgil's College and St Francis Flexible Learning Centre in our community. While these schools work with different parts of our organisation, they are very much part of the Edmund Rice Education Australia family. We offer a diverse range of educational experiences and have a long-standing tradition of providing Catholic education.
Our network includes:
· Mainstream schools, including all-boys and coeducational campuses
· Flexible learning centres, which support young people facing barriers to education
· Early childhood education
· Primary schools

What Does BlendED National Do?
BlendED National is a trauma-informed, inclusive online learning community developed by Edmund Rice Education Australia (EREA). While much of our program is delivered online, it’s important to emphasise that we are not just an online school.
Our model is designed to support young people by combining flexible online learning with in-person support and community connection. This includes access to youth workers and allied health professionals, who provide tailored wellbeing and engagement support. We also host weekly gatherings to help students build relationships, feel connected, and engage in shared learning experiences.
BlendED National aims to remove barriers and create pathways for students who need a different kind of learning environment. We’ve already begun this work in Victoria, and plan to expand into Tasmania next year, pending regulatory approval.
A broader national rollout is also being explored, with strong interest from across all states and territories.
We’ll continue to share updates as our plans develop, so individuals, families, and communities can consider BlendED National as a potential option.

Who Are the Young People That BlendED National Serves?
BlendED National supports young people who can’t attend physical school settings due to a range of complex and often compounding challenges. In Australia, reports suggest that up to 150,000 young people are currently disengaged from school, a group often referred to as experiencing ‘school can't’
These young people may be:
· Experiencing mental health concerns, particularly anxiety
· Living with the impacts of trauma or adverse life experiences
· Navigating complex family or care situations
· Feeling disconnected from community or physical school environments
For many, the daily task of getting out the door and into a classroom is overwhelming not just for the young person, but for their families and carers as well. The pressure to “just go to school” can be deeply stressful, especially when the barriers are invisible or misunderstood.
BlendED National is designed to meet these young people where they are. We offer:
· Flexible, trauma-informed online learning
· In-person support from youth workers and allied health professionals
· Weekly gatherings to build connection, routine, and community
· Individual learning plans and termly student support group meetings with young people and their families to support engagement in education.
Our goal is to create safe, inclusive pathways for young people who need a different kind of learning environment and one that understands and responds to their lived experience.

What Is the Dual Engagement Model at BlendED National?
BlendED National is built on a dual engagement model combining online learning with in-person support and community connection. This flexible, trauma-informed approach is designed to meet young people where they’re at, especially those who face barriers to attending a physical school setting.
Students engage in the standard curriculum, supported by an individual learning plan tailored to their needs, interests, and goals.
Learning is offered both synchronously (live classes with teachers and peers) and asynchronously (recorded lessons that can be accessed anytime).
This ensures students are not academically disadvantaged and allows for intervention and extension strategies to be applied where needed.
Students can engage in ways that feel safe and manageable camera on or off, participating actively or observing quietly.

What Does the Face-to-Face Engagement Look Like?
BlendED includes two key in-person components:
Weekly Gatherings
Held in safe, low-pressure environments, these gatherings are attended by teachers, youth workers, and support staff.
Students come with a trusted adult a parent, sibling, guardian or youth service provider.
Activities are designed to be fun, social, and engaging, often including food and group interaction.
These gatherings are part of the formal teaching and learning program, helping students reconnect with peers and build confidence.
Individualised Support
Each student is connected with a dedicated youth worker or allied health professional.
Support is offered in the home, community, or wherever the student feels safe even on the driveway.
The focus is on building trust, identifying high interest activities, and gradually re-engaging the student with life and learning.
Youth workers also help families access services such as mental health support, GPs, paediatricians, and counselling creating a wraparound support system.

What Does the Staffing Setup Look Like at BlendED National?
BlendED National operates with a dual staffing model to support both online learning and in-person engagement.
· Teachers deliver the curriculum online with some flexible arrangements available. In-person participation is required for gatherings and team collaboration.
· Youth workers and allied health professionals are based locally, within reasonable distance of the young people they support. They provide face-to-face engagement in homes, communities, and at weekly gatherings.

Can Students Be Matched According to Capability Within the Online Learning Program?
Yes. While students follow the standard curriculum, each young person has an individual learning plan that considers their academic level, learning challenges, disabilities, and strengths. We assess each student’s needs including any diagnoses or support requirements and apply intervention or extension strategies as needed. 
BlendED National is committed to ensuring every student is challenged, supported, and included in a way that works for them.

Are Young People in Out-of-Home Care Eligible for BlendED National?
Yes. Young people in out-of-home care, including those with existing caseworkers or living in residential care units, are absolutely eligible to be referred to BlendED National. 

Is There a Cost to Families or Young People?
No. Once registration is approved in Tasmania, BlendED National will be fully funded, with no cost to families or young people.

What Resources Are Provided?
All enrolled students will be provided with a laptop to support their learning. Device use and communication are managed in line with child safeguarding policies, ensuring safe, secure, and appropriate engagement.

What Roles Are Available at BlendED National in Tasmania?
BlendED National is preparing to launch in Tasmania in early 2026, with several key roles currently advertised or opening soon:

· Principal 
· Deputy Principal 
· Program Director – Teaching & Learning 
· Program Director – Wellbeing 
· Teachers 
· Youth Workers / Allied Health Professionals 
· Administrative Support 
· ICT / Edutech Specialists

Do Staff Need a Working with Children Check and State-Based Qualifications?

Yes. All staff working with young people must hold a current Working with Children Check (or equivalent clearance) for the state in which they are employed. This is a core part of our child safeguarding commitment.
In addition, teaching staff must meet state-specific registration requirements:
Tasmania: Teachers must hold both a Working with Vulnerable People (WWVP) registration and be registered with the Tasmanian Teachers Registration Board (TRB).

Where can I learn more about applying to work with BlendED National?

If you're interested in joining the team at BlendED National, there are a couple of great ways to explore opportunities:
· Visit the official careers page: Head to blendednational.edu.au/work-with-us to learn more about current roles, the application process, and what it's like to work with the team.
· Check SEEK Australia: BlendED National also posts job openings on SEEK,

Where can I refer and express interest in enrolling a young person at BlendED National?

To refer a young person to BlendED National, please visit the official website at blendednational.edu.au.
· For Tasmania-based referrals: Select the “BlendED Tasmania Expression of Interest” tab and complete the form provided.
· For all other states and territories: Click the “Other States” button
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